9. Cheek, D. B., Wishart, J., MacLennan, A. H., Haslam, R., and Fitzgerald, A.:
Hydration in the first 24 h of postnatal life in normal infants'born vaginally or by caesarean section. Early Hum. Dev. Their letter triggered an extensive review of data in our three laboratories. Dr. Cassady recalculated the data from all studies performed in his laboratory (l,2,4-6) and found that the correct formula was indeed used. Dr. Cheek also used that formula in all his work (7-9). Unfortunately, typographic errors in the "Materials and Methods" sections of several articles suggested that some of the correction factors were misapplied (1, 4, 6, 9) . Dr. Bell and his colleagues are therefore incorrect in concluding that "infants contain less extracellular water than was previously thought" and the "corrected" values given in his table are in fact erroneous. In Dr. Bran's laboratory, however, the incorrect formula reported by Cassady (4) and Cheek (9) was used:
Corrected bromide space We cannot agree that significant amounts of bromide are lost in the urine during the 3 h of the study. In our experience urine losses amount to less than 1% of the administered dose of bromide. Finally, Bell et al. 3 conclusion that "infants contain less extracellular water than was previously thought" is not supported by the facts.
